January 8, 2015

TRIBUTE TO SHEILA DWYER

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,
as the 114th Congress begins, I would
like to pay tribute to a Connecticut na-
tive who retired at the end of the last
session. Sheila Dwyer, who served as
Assistant Secretary of the Senate since
2007, will be deeply missed by many.
She worked closely with former Major-
ity Leader HARRY REID and with cur-
rent Majority Leader MITCH MCCON-
NELL, who had passionate, strong
praise for Sheila’s dedication and devo-
tion to this institution. Both recog-
nized that she became known as the
“Mayor of Capitol Hill” for the skill
and poise she consistently dem-
onstrated in handling the needs of 100
Senators at a time.

Sheila was born in Waterbury, CT,
and she has remained very proud of her
roots in our great State throughout her
career. While still in high school, she
served a semester as a Senate Page,
and she later returned to spend her ca-
reer here. After working for such lumi-
naries as Senator Chuck Robb of Vir-
ginia, Senator Daniel Patrick Moy-
nihan of New York, and Senator Fritz
Hollings of South Carolina, she joined
Senator REID’s office.

Along the way, Sheila amassed an
impressive record of accomplishments
that included overseeing logistics for
two national Democratic conventions,
assisting in Presidential inaugurations
and countless ceremonial events, and
coordinating the myriad departments
and behind-the-scenes operations that
keep the Senate running. Throughout,
she has built and maintained friend-
ships with Senators and staff from all
corners of the Capitol and the country.
Leader REID spoke quite movingly
about how, in addition to her profes-
sional achievements, she has been a
strong source of personal support for
his family and others.

My wife Cynthia and I are honored to
know Sheila, and we wish her all the
best as she begins the next chapter of
her life. I know that all of Connecticut
joins me in congratulating her on her
exemplary achievements here in the
Senate.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CONGRATULATING FATHER LOUIS
LOHAN

e Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am
pleased to congratulate the Reverend
Louis Lohan who is retiring after more
than 40 years of distinguished service
as a Roman Catholic priest serving the
Diocese of Biloxi in Mississippi.

Born in Ireland, Father Lohan at-
tended schools there and graduated
from St. Patrick’s College in Carlow,
Ireland. He became an ordained priest
for the Catholic Diocese of Biloxi in
June of 1971 and moved to the United
States shortly thereafter.

Father Lohan served at several dif-
ferent ministry locations, such as Our
Lady of Victories in Pascagoula, Mis-
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sion in Saltillo, Mexico, Our Lady of
the Gulf in Bay St. Louis, Sacred Heart
in D’Iberville, and at the churches in
Wiggins, Lucedale, and Leakesville for
9 years.

In 1993, Father Lohan began service
as pastor of St. Thomas the Apostle
Catholic Church in Long Beach, MS,
where he remained for the next 21
years. In 2005, he participated in the re-
building effort of the church, commu-
nity center, office complex, and ele-
mentary school after they were de-
stroyed by Hurricane Katrina.

Father Louis Lohan has diligently
served the Diocese of Biloxi, and I am
pleased to congratulate and thank him
for his many years of devoted service
to the people of the Mississippi Gulf
Coast.e

———

RECOGNIZING HENDERSON
VETERANS TREATMENT COURT

e Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I wish
to recognize the Henderson Veterans
Treatment Court Program for its com-
mitment and dedication to providing
our veterans with vital services that
range from job placement to suicide
prevention. Located in Henderson, NV,
this unique program assists our Na-
tion’s bravest as they return from the
battlefield and readjust to life in their
communities.

The brave men and women who
served the United States and fought to
protect our freedom have often come
home to a struggling economy. All too
often, returning veterans are unable to
find a job or afford to buy or rent a
home. As the demographics of our
Armed Forces have changed through-
out the years, so, too, have the needs of
our Nation’s heroes. The Henderson
Veterans Treatment Court, founded in
2011 by Henderson Chief Judge Mark
Stevens, received national recognition
and is illustrative of how the program
should be implemented. With 53 grad-
uates and 41 active participants, this
program is a shining example of the
type of initiatives that will help get
our veterans back on their feet. Al-
though there is no way to ever ade-
quately thank the men and women
that lay down their lives for our free-
doms, the Henderson Veterans Treat-
ment Court acts as a one-stop solution
for veterans who find themselves in a
position of need.

As a member of the Senate Veterans’
Affairs Committee, I know the strug-
gles that our veterans face after re-
turning home from the battlefield.
Congress has a responsibility not only
to honor these brave individuals but
also to ensure they receive the quality
care they have earned and deserve. I re-
main committed to upholding this
promise for our veterans and service-
members in Nevada and throughout the
Nation. I am very pleased that vet-
erans service organizations like the
Henderson Veterans Treatment Court
are committed to ensuring that the
needs of our veterans are being met.

Today, I ask my colleagues and all
Nevadans to join me in recognizing the

S95

Henderson Veterans Treatment Court,
a program with a mission that is both
noble and necessary. I am honored to
acknowledge the Henderson Veterans
Treatment Court and its tireless ef-
forts to put veterans back on their feet
in Nevada and throughout the United
States. Their duty to provide veterans
with the skills that will allow them the
opportunity to change their -cir-
cumstances is admirable, and I wish
the program the best of luck in all of
its future endeavors.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate
proceedings.)

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:02 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 23. An act to reauthorize the National
Windstorm Impact Reduction Program, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 34. An act to authorize and strengthen
the tsunami detection, forecast, warning, re-
search, and mitigation program of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, and for other purposes.

H.R. 35. An act to increase the under-
standing of the health effects of low doses of
ionizing radiation.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 22. An act to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exempt employees with
health coverage under TRICARE or the Vet-
erans Administration from being taken into
account for purposes of determining the em-
ployers to which the employer mandate ap-
plies under the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

H.R. 23. An act to reauthorize the National
Windstorm Impact Reduction Program, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

H.R. 34. An act to authorize and strengthen
the tsunami detection, forecast, warning, re-
search, and mitigation program of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

H.R. 35. An act to increase the under-
standing of the health effects of low doses of
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